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and then distributed among Mohammedan faqlrs. At the
first lesson the master receives a present of sweetmeats be-
sides his pay. Wlien the girl reaches puberty and her breasts
begin to develop the rite of angiya, or 4C the assumption of the
bodice/' is performed. Certain of the brethren are feasted
and the girl is ready for her first paramour. After the price
is fixed she goes to him, which rite is known as sir dhankdi,
or " the covering of the head," When she returns after the
first visit, the brethren are again given sweetmeats, after
which follows the rite of missi, or " blackening of the teeth,"
She is dressed like a bride and paraded through the streets,
afterwards attending a party with singing and dancing. The
teeth cannot be stained until this feast is held, but Crooke
says that at Lucknow the rule was relaxed. After the rite of
missi the girl ceases to wear the nose-ring, and hence the
ceremony is sometimes known as naihnl utarna, or "the
taking-off of the nose-ring."

Somewhat similar ceremonies exist among the gandharbs^
or gandharvs, who take their name from the heavenly
musicians who attend the gods at Indra's Court. In Northern
India they are found only in Benares, Allahabad and Ghazi-
pur. They are Hindus of the Vaishnava sect. Ganesa is the
patron of the dancing-girls since he is regarded by them as
the author of music. They offer him wreaths of flowers and
a sweetmeat made of sesamum and sugar every Wednesday.
There are also certain gypsy tribes, such as the bediyds and
nats, who are dancers, acrobats and prostitutes. They are
divided into a large number of clans whose occupation is,
nevertheless, the same. As they have no connection with
temple worship, further details here would be superfluous.
They have been fully described by B. R. Mitra1 and W.
Crooke.2

Central India

As the ancient kingdoms of India were confined either to
the North or South, early travellers were naturally drawn to
the most important cities, and tell us but little of Central
India, especially as regards the religious practices and social
conditions of the towns.

1  *' The Gypsies of Bengal/* Memoirs read before the Anthropological Society
of London, vol. iii, pp. 120-1 33.

2  The Tribes and Castes of the North-Western Provinces and (htdh, vol. i,
p. 245 ; vol. iv, pp. 56-80.